Rodney Gorman, MSN, RN, received his BSN in 2003 from the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, NE and his MSN in 2021 from the University of Colorado Anschutz Campus.  Rodney is an Air Force (AF) Veteran of 24 years.  He has been in healthcare since 1988 when he joined the AF.  As an enlisted person, he provided healthcare overseas during Operation Desert Storm.  He returned stateside and eventually earned his BSN.  During these times, he participated in two AF medical humanitarians to Central America.  Rodney received his AF commission in 2003.  Shortly after that, Rodney became an AF flight nurse.  He provided compassionate care throughout Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  His impact throughout the AF Aeromedical Evacuation System (AES) was in the arena of patient safety by implementing AES oriented patient safety assessments and practices.  He retired from the AF in 2012.
When asked why he became a nurse, Rodney says he likes the wholistic care that nursing care delivers.  Rodney started to examine the interprofessional perspective of the caring nature of nursing when he became a nurse manager.  Part of his leadership mantra was “nurses need to treat each other the same caring way that we expect us to treat our patients.”  This philosophy led him to Watson’s Caring Science.  He has participated in several Caring Science presentations and two Caring Science research studies.
Other nursing areas for Rodney are NICU, PICU, Oncology & Bone Marrow Transplant, adult ICU, Ortho/Spine, and nursing management.  Currently, Rodney work for the Department of Veterans Affairs, at the Denver VA, in the Quality Department in the capacity of Safe Patient Handling and Falls Facility Coordinator.  Throughout Rodney’s nursing career, his biggest impact is in the realm of patient fall prevention.  Rodney is considered a subject matter expert on patient fall programs throughout the VA.
Some of Rodney’s other accolades is Airman of the Year, Citizen Soldier Award, Spirit of Nursing Award, three AF Achievement Medals, an AF Commendation Medal, an AF Meritorious Service Medal, and The Secretary of Veteran Affairs’ Awards for Excellence in Nursing in an Expanded Role.


