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Darlene Amendolair Ph.D. is a retired colonel in the US Army Nurse Corps and an Associate Professor For the Mary Black College of Nursing (MBCON) at the University of South Carolina Upstate where she has been a faculty member since 2006. She received her Ph.D. from Capella University in 2007, a US Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC) Certificate in Military Science in 1989; a Masters in Resource Management (Computer Network) from Webster University in 1986; and a Master’s in Nursing Administration from the University of South Carolina in 1983. She served in the US Army Nurse Corps from June 1968 to September 1997. She currently teaches in the RN-BSN and Graduate programs and is the Coordinator for the MSN in Nursing Leadership program. Dr. Amendolair has broad research interests that include nurse perceptions of their ability to express caring behaviors and job satisfaction; use of virtual environments in teaching community health; and perceptions of women with cognitive dysfunction after chemotherapy. She is the Primary Investigator for the development of a care model for a local hospital; for the development and validation of a Professional Nursing Practice Model on the Effects of Cell Phone Use and the Patient’s Perceptions of Being Cared for (in progress). Other interests relate to the pedagogy of using art in learning and understanding the concept of Authentic Caring. She has presented in multiple national and international conferences and is the author/co-author of several published manuscripts

As the Nurse Researcher for a local hospital, she supports nursing research for staff nurses by providing structured classes and individual mentoring. She was awarded the Palmetto Gold Faculty award in 2015, the Daisy Faculty award in 2014, and the University of South Carolina Breakthrough Rising Stars award in 2014. She serves on various University Committees including Faculty Senate and the Post-Tenure Review Committee. She also serves on multiple MBCON committees: she is Chair of the Peer Review Committee and the Tenure Track Committee and is currently the parliamentarian for the MBCON. Currently, she is the President of Mu Rho Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau and a member of the following professional organizations: NLN, ANA/SC, SNRS, IAHC, AONL/AHA.

